CLARKE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC)
RESOLUTION STRONGLY OPPOSING THE PROPOSED VALLEY
LINK TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT IN CLARKE COUNTY

WHEREAS, Valley Link, a joint venture of Dominion Energy, FirstEnergy Transmission,
and Transource Energy, proposed the “Valley North Project”, a 260-mile, 765-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line from Putnam County, West Virginia to Frederick County, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, three of the four proposed routes from Frederick County, Virginia to
Jefferson County, West Virginia would impact lands in Clarke County; and

WHEREAS, information provided by Valley Link notes that the transmission line would
require new steel lattice structures, 150 to 170 feet in height, to be sited on new and
permanently cleared 200-foot-wide rights-of-way; and

WHEREAS, the project is intended to transmit bulk power to meet increasing demand in
areas outside of Clarke County and will provide no direct benefit to the residents or
businesses of Clarke County who would bear the burden of its presence; and

WHEREAS, Valley Link’s routes through Clarke County stand to impact numerous
properties within the following historic districts that are designated on the Virginia Historic
Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places: Chapel Rural Historic
District and Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District; and

WHEREAS, the Chapel Rural Historic District includes 688 contributing historic
resources, and the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District includes 366 contributing
historic resources, a total of 1,054 contributing historic resources; and

WHEREAS, Valley Link’s routes through Clarke County would visually impact a
significant portion of the 1,054 historic resources located within the Chapel and Long
Marsh Run Rural Historic Districts; and

WHEREAS, Valley Link’s routes through Clarke County would directly impact the
properties of the following historic resources, as identified from the Virginia Cultural
Resources Information System (VCRIS):

e Monterey Farm (021-0050)

Anchorage (021-0001)

Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District (021-0967)
Clifton (021-0020)

Berryville Battlefield (021-5011)

Mooreland (021-0306)

Blakemore (021-0093)



Barbwood (021-0481)

1075 W Main Street Farm (021-5100)

Clarke Co. Parks & Recreation House (021-0821)
Bellringer Lane House (021-5041)

Bellringer Farm (021-0824)

Senseny Road House (021-0455)
Barb-Fenton House (021-0830)

Chapel Rural Historic District (021-5025)
Callander Farm (021-0461)

Chanticleer Farm (021-0490)

Abbeyville (021-0505)

692 Old Winchester Road House (021-0506)
Ebony Farm/Locust Grove (021-0194)

Cross Stone/Crosstone (021-0054)

Buckley Farm (021-0655)

Route 646 House (021-0672)

Leveille House (021-0669)

Communications Building (021-5025-0005)
2568 Old Winchester Road House (021-0503)
1229 Salem Church Road House (021-0496)
1469 Salem Church Road House (021-5025-0029)
Route 634 House (021-0499)

Route 657 House (021-0465)

Signal Tower (021-0814)

Route 657 House (021-0462)

Hedgewood Farm (021-0463); and

WHEREAS, Clarke County has worked diligently for decades to preserve its cultural
heritage by establishing historic overlay zoning districts, facilitating the creation of rural
historic districts and other historic districts, and implementing programs and strategies to
preserve historic resources and the rural character of the County; and

WHEREAS, the 2022 Clarke County Comprehensive Plan, Objective 4 (Historic
Resources), establishes the intent to “(p)reserve the County s historic character by
protecting its historical and cultural resources for the aesthetic, social and educational
benefits of present and future citizens...,” and to “...protect state and national historic
districts, especially in rural areas, to recognize officially their historical significance and
value”;

AND WHEREAS, the 2026 Rural Lands Plan specifically identifies utility transmission
lines as an emerging threat to the rural character of Clarke County, including historic
resources, and recommends that, “...the Board of Supervisors should continue to oppose



any efforts to add new or significantly expand existing utility transmission line corridors in
the County.”;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clarke County Historic Preservation
Commission finds that a new overhead 765kV utility transmission line would result in
irreparable damage to two state and federal Historic Districts and at least 33 documented
historic resources, and would be wholly inconsistent with the County’s Comprehensive
Plan, its relevant implementing component plans, and the County’s resource-conscious
approach to land use management.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission formally
opposes the construction of the Valley North Project in Clarke County. Approved and
ordered to be entered upon the public record of the Clarke County Planning Commission
this 15® day of July, 2026.

Y/

Katherine M/B. «Berger, X‘TPS Chair






