County of Clarke

Economic Development Advisory Committee
Bev McKay, Elizabeth Pritchard, John Milleson, Mark Gribble, Christian
Borel, Ashley Hardesty, Mary Liz McCauley, Ryan Tibbens

Resolution Strongly Opposing the Proposed Valley Link Transmission Project

WHEREAS Valley Link, a joint venture of Dominion Energy, FirstEnergy Transmission, and
Transource Energy, has proposed the “Valley North Project”, a 260-mile, 765-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line from Putnam County, West Virginia to Frederick County, Maryland; and

WHEREAS three of the four proposed routes from Frederick County, Virginia to Jefferson
County, West Virginia would impact lands in Clarke County; and

WHEREAS information provided by Valley Link notes that the transmission line would require
new steel lattice structures, 150 to 170 feet in height, to be sited on new and permanently
cleared 200-foot-wide rights-of-way; and

WHEREAS the project is intended to transmit bulk power to meet increasing demand in areas
outside of Clarke County and will provide no direct benefit to the residents or businesses of
Clarke County who would bear the burden of its presence; and

WHEREAS the proposed routes pass near tourism attractions, working farms, small businesses,
scenic vistas, and will forever change the County’s most important tourism asset, its natural
landscape; and

WHEREAS the Economic Development Advisory Committee finds the proposed transmission line
will negatively impact the County’s growing tourism industry, harmfully impact small
businesses, and be a large detriment to agribusinesses in the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clarke County Economic Development Advisory
Committee formally strongly opposes the construction of the Valley North Project as
currently proposed in Clarke County.

APPROVED AND ORDERED ENTERED in the official records by the unanimous vote of the Clarke
County Economic Development Advisory Committee assembled on the 15" day of July, 2026.
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