ComMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

June 11, 2026

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Regional Delegation Opposes Valley North Transmission Line

The Shenandoah Valley should not be asked to bear the burden of Northern Virginia's growth. While we
recognize the importance of maintaining a reliable electric grid, it is increasingly clear that projects like
the proposed Valley North transmission line are driven by the rapidly growing energy demands of NOVA.
At the same time, many alternative approaches to meeting that demand continue to be dismissed or
deferred, leaving rural communities to absorb the consequences. As a result, the burden of supporting this
growth is placed on the residents, farmers, and landowners of our region.

The Shenandoah Valley 1s being asked to sacrifice productive farmland, scenic landscapes, private
property rights, and future economic opportunities for infrastructure that provides little direct benefit to
the communities it impacts. Residents have every right to ask a simple question: What do we receive in
return?

What makes this proposal even more concerning is that it does not stand alone. Valley North is only the
latest in a growing list of major transmission projects targeting our region. At some point, we must
acknowledge the cumulative impact these projects will have on the people and communities that call the
Valley home.

We cannot accept the notion that rural communities should become permanent utility corridors for growth
occurring elsewhere in the Commonwealth. The people of Frederick County, Clarke County, and the
Valley should not be expected to shoulder disproportionate burdens simply because they have open land
and fewer political voices than the regions driving this demand.

The Shenandoah Valley is more than a route between population centers. It is our home. It is our
livelihood. It is our heritage.

We encourage residents to participate in the upcoming public meetings, make their voices heard, and
remain engaged throughout this process. Together, we will continue working to ensure that the interests
of our communities, our property owners, and our region are protected.

If Northern Virginia needs more power, the solution cannot be to repeatedly ask the Shenandoah
Valley to bear the costs while receiving none of the benefits.
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