Clarke County Planning Commission
Berryville-Clarke County Government Center
101 Chalmers Court, Suite B

Berryville, VA 22611

RESOLUTION STRONGLY OPPOSING THE PROPOSED VALLEY
LINK TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT IN CLARKE COUNTY

WHEREAS, Valley Link, a joint venture of Dominion Energy, FirstEnergy Transmission,
and Transource Energy, proposed the “Valley North Project”, a 260-mile, 765-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line from Putnam County, West Virginia to Frederick County, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, three of the four proposed routes from Frederick County, Virginia to Jefferson
County, West Virginia would impact lands in Clarke County; and

WHEREAS, information provided by Valley Link notes that the transmission line would
require new steel lattice structures, 150 to 170 feet in height, to be sited on new and
permanently cleared 200-foot-wide rights-of-way; and

WHEREAS, the project is intended to transmit bulk power to meet increasing demand in
areas outside of Clarke County and will provide no direct benefit to the residents or businesses
of Clarke County who would bear the burden of its presence; and

WHEREAS, Valley Link’s three proposed routes through Clarke County stand to impact
numerous properties with one or more of the following characteristics:

e Properties in permanent conservation easement through the Clarke County
Conservation Easement program, Virginia Outdoors Foundation, and other easement
holders

Agricultural & Forestal Districts

National Register Rural Historic Districts (Chapel and Long Marsh Run)

Prime farmland and farmland of statewide significance

Karst topography and the County’s groundwater recharge area

County-owned parkland

Designated scenic byways; and

WHEREAS, Clarke County has worked diligently for decades using a resource-conscious
approach to protect farmland for agriculture, open spaces for scenic beauty and natural
resource conservation, limited groundwater resources to serve its residents and businesses on
a rural scale, and historic resources to preserve the County’s heritage; and

WHEREAS, the 2022 Clarke County Comprehensive Plan directs this approach in its
Summary Statement of Purpose, Plan Goals, and key Objectives and Policies:

o The County’s conservation easement program, land use taxation, and various
planning and zoning tools, including sliding-scale zoning, shall continue to be used fo
protect rural areas, to aid in the vitality of our agricultural industries, and to preserve
our natural and historic resources.



The County shall strive to support concepts, programs, projects, and regulations that
protect natural resources from significant degradation. Clarke County's fundamenial
goal is to protect our natural resources so that we may pass them on to future
generations. We seek to accomplish this through efforts that manage surface waier
and groundwater, protect and restore stream and river corridors, and preserve the
integrity of our natural environment.

Preserve and protect the agricultural, natural, and open-space character of
unincorporated areas.

Prevent significant degradation of natural resources. “Significant degradation” is a
measurable negative reduction in the quality or quantity of a natural resource.

Protect natural resources, including but not limited to soil, waler, air, viewsheds,
night sky, sound, wildlife habitats, and fiagile ecosystems through the following
policies, the Water Resources Plan, and other adopted policies.

Establish and protect state and national historic districts, especially in rural areas, to
recognize officially their historical significance and value.; and

WHEREAS, the 2026 Rural Lands Plan specifically identifies utility transmission lines as an
emerging threat to the County’s quality of life and resource-conscious approach to land use
management, and recommends that, “...the Board of Supervisors should continue to oppose
any efforts to add new or significantly expand existing utility transmission line corridors in
the County.”,

AND WHEREAS, the Rural Lands Plan contains the following strategy to protect and
preserve farmland and open space against new and expanded utility transmission lines:

Oppose any efforts or actions to convert important farmland and open space to
nonfarm uses which primarily benefit areas outside of Clarke County including
construction of new or expansion of existing utility transmission line corridors and
related infrastructure.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clarke County Planning Commission
finds that a new overhead 765kV utility transmission line:

Would not be essential to the orderly growth and development of Clarke County.

Would cause significant harm to the County’s farmland, its natural resources, open
spaces, and produce unknown impacts fo groundwater resources due to the County’s
karst topography.

Would result in the taking of prime farmland and farmland of statewide significance,
causing permanent economic harm to farm owners and the County’s agricultural
industry.



e  Would result in the permanent loss of protected conservation easement lands and
irreparable damage to two National Register Rural Historic Districts.

e Would be wholly inconsistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan, its relevant
implementing component plans, and the County’s resource-conscious approach to land
use management.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission formally opposes the construction of
the Valley North Project in Clarke County. Approved and ordered to be entered upon the
public record of the Clarke County Planning Commission this 10" day of July, 2026.
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Igfandy Buckley, Chair




