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e The public will continue conservation until water storage (source and distribution) is replenished.

Voluntary Water Conservation Actions:

e Mow lawns to 2 inches or more and leave clippings (higher cut encourages grass roots to grow
deeper to hold soil moisture better than closely clipped lawn.).

e Use mulch around plants to reduce evaporation.

e Aerate lawn to reduce evaporation.

e Avoid over fertilizing your lawn. Fertilizer applications increase the need for water. Apply
fertilizers that contain slow-release, water-insoluble forms of nitrogen.

e Place rain barrels under gutter downspouts to collect water for plants, car washing, or general
cleaning projects.

e Plant native or dry-loving (xeric) plants in landscaping.

e Do not use the garbage disposal.

e Use automatic dishwasher only when load is full.

e Limit showers to 5 to 10 mins / day / person.

e Avoid running water to get cold temp, keep a pitcher of cold water in fridge.

e Wrap hot water heater and pipes with insulating material.

e Install faucet aerators.

2. Drought Warning Actions:

When a Drought Warning stage is declared by the local water purveyor, CAO, and/or designee of a
locality in the Northern Shenandoah Valley water supply planning region, the following are the regional
actions to be taken by the respective localities. Water conservation actions and the reduction or
elimination of non-essential water uses will be encouraged when a Drought Watch is declared. Itis
intended that water conservation measures listed will generally result in reductions of water use of 5 to
10%.

e A Drought Warning notification shall be publicized through the general news media or any other
appropriate method for making such notification public in newspapers of general circulation and
radio and television.

e Localities will include water conservation information on their website.

e Localities will contact the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission (NSVRC) office
when the Drought Warning stage is implemented. The NSVRC will update the locality’s drought
status on the regional drought website and nsvenvironment webpage.

e Public waterworks and Self-Supplied water users who withdraw more than 10,000 gallons per
day will initiate voluntary water conservation measures.

e All local government offices and institutions should consider the reduction or elimination of non-
essential water uses with the goal of reducing water usage by 5 to 10%.
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e Locality staff will continue to monitor drought triggers monthly to indicate levels and report
significant changes to local officials.

e Leak detection consults by localities will be conducted upon request, as staff can support.

e Continue conservation until water storage (source & distribution) is replenished.

e All citizens, including private well users, will be encouraged to voluntarily reduce or eliminate
non-essential water uses (see under Drought Emergency Actions) and follow the water conservation
actions.

Voluntary Water Conservation Actions:

In addition to those actions listed under the Drought Watch section:

e Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways, walks and patios.

e Do not wash hard surfaces or buildings.

e Turn off ornamental fountains or other such structures, unless the water is recycled.

e Reduce lawn watering to no more than 2 times a week, between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and
10:00 a.m.

e Reduce vegetable garden watering by watering only when needed, between the hours of 9:00
p.m. and 10:00 a.m.

o Apply water directly to plants by using soil-soakers or drip irrigation. Avoid use of sprinklers.

e Do not plant new landscaping or grass.

3. Drought Emergency Actions:

The following mandated actions will be implemented when a Drought Emergency is declared by the
local water purveyor, CAO and/or designee of a locality in the Northern Shenandoah Valley water
supply planning region. The non-essential uses listed below are prohibited during the drought
emergency stage.

e A Drought Emergency notification shall be publicized through the general news media or any
other appropriate method for making such notification public.

o Localities will include water conservation information on their website.

e Localities will contact the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission (NSVRC) office
when the Drought Warning stage is implemented. The NSVRC will update the locality’s drought
status on the regional drought website.

e All citizens, including private well users, will initiate the mandatory non-essential water use
restrictions listed below and follow the water conservation actions listed under the Drought Watch
and Warning sections above.

e Public waterworks and Self-Supplied water users who withdraw more than 10,000 gallons per
day will initiate the mandatory non-essential water use restrictions listed below and follow the
water conservation actions listed under the Drought Watch and warning sections above.
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