
 

 

Clarke County Integrated Pest Management Plan 

Purpose: The purpose of this integrated pest management (IPM) plan is to guide the use of 

environmentally sensitive pest management strategies and least-toxic control methods on 

properties managed by Clarke County in order to protect human health and safety and not 

harm native pollinators or their habitat. 

Goals 

The goals of the IPM program are: 

1. Protect human health and the surrounding environment by employing a range of 

preventative strategies and using least-toxic products for pest control and eradication. 

2. Inspect and monitor pest populations to enhance control strategies. 

3. Minimize the quantity and toxicity of chemicals used for pest management. 

4. Minimize environmental impacts by using species-specific pesticides and targeting 

application areas carefully. 

5. Establish clear criteria for acceptable circumstances in which using a pesticide other 

than a least-toxic pesticide is necessary; toxic pesticides shall only be used when there is 

a threat to public health and safety, or to prevent economic or environmental damage, 

and only after other alternatives have been implemented and are shown to be 

ineffective. 

General Preventative Practices 

Preventative efforts will be made to eliminate sources of food, water, and shelter that attract 

pests. They will be the first and primary means for controlling pests and preventing outbreaks: 

1. Use mowing techniques to combat perennial and grassy invasive plants. 

2. Remove invasive plants that are known to harbor or provide food for pests. 

3. When planting, choose appropriate native plants for existing landscape conditions.  

4. Use mulch and other landscaping best practices to promote soil and plant health. 

5. Use weed-free soil amendments. 

6. Maintain and plan landscape features to eliminate safe havens for pests and rodents. 

IPM Response Plan 

The IPM approach will employ a basic decision making process that is the same for any pest 

problem (animals, plants, fungus, microorganisms) in any location. The strategies and tactics 

may change, but the steps taken to decide if and when treatment is needed will be the same 

each time. The IPM program is contains the following components: 

• Monitoring the pest populations and other relevant factors 

• Accurate identification of the pest 

• Determining action levels that trigger treatments 



 

 

• Timing treatments to the best advantage 

• Spot treating the pest (to minimize human and other non-target organism exposure to 

pesticides) 

• Selecting least disruptive tactics 

• Evaluating the effectiveness of treatments to fine tune future actions 

Criteria for Selecting Treatment Strategies 

Once monitoring indicates that pest treatment is needed, the choice of specific strategies can 

be made. Choose strategies that are: 

• Least hazardous to human health 

• Least disruptive to natural controls in landscape situations 

• Least toxic to non-target organisms other than natural controls 

• Most likely to be permanent and prevent recurrence of the pest problem 

• Easiest to carry out safely and effectively 

• Most cost effective in the short and long term 

Treatment Options 

Education. Education is a cost effective pest management strategy. Distributing information 

about pest-resistant plants will play a part in managing certain pests. 

Habitat modification. Eliminate or reduce the resources pests use for food, water, and shelter.  

Physical controls. Directly remove pests from an environment through mechanical methods 

such as mowing, hand weeding, and pruning.  

Conservation biological controls. Increase the populations of natural enemies that help control 

pests by planting a diverse range of native plants. 

Least toxic chemical controls. Chemical pesticides are considered a last resort under the tenets 

of this IPM. This control strategy is to be used only after general preventative practices and 

non-chemical options are exhausted. Least toxic pesticides have all or most of the following 

characteristics: they are effective against the target pest, have a low acute and chronic toxicity 

to mammals, biodegrade rapidly, kill a narrow range of target pests and have little to no impact 

on non-target organisms.   

The following criteria should be used when selecting a pesticide:  

• Safety  

• Species specificity 

• Effectiveness 

• Endurance 

• Cost 



 

 

Record Keeping 

Monitoring the effectiveness of the IPM plan over time requires tracking the following: 

1. Pest populations and locations 

2. Management strategies employed 

3. Quantities and types of chemicals or products used 

4. The outcome of pest management activities  


