Clarke County Board of Septic and Well Appeals
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday March 26, 2025 — 10:00 PM

Berryville/Clarke County Government Center — A/B Meeting Room

ATTENDANCE:
George L. Ohrstrom, 1T (Chair) v" | Jenny Irwin X
David Weiss (Vice Chair) v" | John Staelin (citizen alternate) v

STAFF PRESENT: Lorien Lemmon (Conservation Planner/GIS Coordinator)

OTHERS PRESENT: John Thiel (applicant)

Call to order: Chair Ohrstrom called the meeting to order at 10:04.

Approval of Agenda
The Board voted 3-0-0 to approve the March 26, 2025 agenda as presented.

Motion to approve the March 26, 2025 agenda as presented:
Ohrstrom (Chair) AYE Staelin AYE (moved)
Weiss (Vice Chair) AYE (seconded)

Approval of Minutes

The Board voted 3-0-0 to approve the January 16, 2025 meeting minutes as presented.
Motion to approve the January 16, 2025 meeting minutes as presented:
Ohrstrom (Chair) AYE Staelin AYE (moved)
Weiss (Vice Chair) AYE (seconded)

Well Variance — Public Hearing

John Thiel & Evelyn Joran-Thiel are requesting a variance of 25 feet to construct an addition
closer than the minimum 50 feet from an existing well as required by Code of Clarke County
Chapter 184 (Wells). The property is located at 1391 Beechwood Ln., Tax Map #17A4-26-2R-34,
Buckmarsh Election District, zoned Rural Residential (RR). BSA-25-02

Ms. Lemmon explained the request and presented the staff report. She stated that staff recommends
approval of the variance request.

Vice-chair Weiss described his observations during the site visit which included the steep slope towards
Raven Creek on the southern side of the property. He agreed that moving the proposed addition away
from the slope but towards the well would have less of an environmental impact by preserving bank
stabilizing trees and reducing runoff to the nearby creek. He also noted that major well contamination
would be unlikely since Mr. Thiel’s property is not in the karst area of the County and the proposed
addition meets the state setback requirement. Chair Ohrstrom voiced his support for the variance request
in order to preserve the water quality of a creek so close to its confluence with the Shenandoah River.

The Board discussed the recent change to the state well regulations that removed the well setback for
termite-treated foundations and changed the well set back from any building foundation from 10 feet to
15 feet. Mr. Staelin questioned if requiring a signed affidavit stating that no pesticides will be used on
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the proposed addition is still necessary in light of the recent change in state regulations. Ms. Lemmon
stated that the applicant had already agreed to sign the affidavit and Mr. Staelin agreed that the affidavit
was still valuable.

After discussion with staff and the Board, Chair Ohrstrom opened the public hearing. There being no
public comments, Chair Ohrstrom closed the public hearing.

The Board voted 3-0-0 to approve Mr. Thiel’s Septic Ordinance Variance request (BSA-25-02) as
requested.

Motion to approve BSA-25-02, Thiel variance as requested:
Ohrstrom (Chair) AYE Staelin AYE (seconded)
Weiss (Vice Chair) AYE (moved)

Discussion — Blasting Plan Review

Ms. Lemmon explained the memo regarding blasting plan review as documented in Chapter 86 of
the Code of Clarke County (Explosives). She refamiliarized the Board with the procedure for
blasting plan review and explained that a potential applicant was currently working with staff on a
plan to present to the Board. The Board discussed the project requiring the blasting plan and
asked for more information about what is involved to become a certified blaster by the Virginia
State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Adjournment:

There being no further business, the Board agreed to adjourn the meeting at 10:33 AM.

The Board voted 3-0-0 to adjourn the March 26, 2025 Board of Septic Well Appeals Meeting at
10:33 AM.

Motion to adjourn the March 26, 2025 Board of Septic and Well Appeals meeting at 10:33
AM

Ohrstrom (Chair) AYE Staelin AYE (moved)
Weiss (Vice Chair) AYE (seconded)
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George L. Ohrstrom, II (chair) Lorien Lemmon (Clerk)
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