Clarke County Board of Septic and Well Appeals

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 10, 2024 — 2:00 PM
Berryville/Clarke County Government Center — A/B Meeting Room

ATTENDANCE:
Jenny Irwin v" | David Weiss v
George L. Ohrstrom, 11 (Chair) v

STAFF PRESENT: Brandon Stidham (Director of Planning), Lorien Lemmon (Conservation
Planner/GIS Coordinator), Danielle Ritter (Office Manager/Zoning Officer)

OTHERS PRESENT: Robert “Luke” Pahel (applicant), Christopher Froemel (AOSE), Mary
Reinhart (Retreat neighbor), Health Department staff: Carter Neiswander, Kevin Yost, Leanna
Johnson

Call to order: By Chair Ohtstrom at 2:00pm

Approval of Agenda
The Board voted 3-0-0 to approve the December 10, 2024 agenda as presented by Staff.

Motion to approve the December 10, 2024 agenda as presented by Staff:
Jenny Irwin v (moved)

George L. Ohrstrom, 11

David Weiss ' v (seconded)

Approval of Meeting Minutes
The Commission voted 2-1-0 to approve the January 26, 2024 meeting minutes as presented.

Motion to approve the January 26, 2024 Meeting Minutes as presented.
Jenny Irwin v (moved)

George L. Ohrstrom, II v (seconded)

David Weiss ABSTAINED

Septic Variance — Public Hearing

Luke Pahel of Virtuahome Investments LLC is requesting a variance of 9% slope to the
maximum scope requirement of 25% per Code of Clarke County Chapter 143-11-D (Septic
Ordinance), in order to install a 100% reserve drainfield for an updated onsite sewage disposal
system to serve an existing dwelling, The property is located at 440 Redbud Ln., Tax Map
#17A4-24-63A. Buckmarsh Election District. BSA-24-02.

Ms. Lemmon explained this request and presented the staff report. She stated that staff recommends
approval of the variance application. Chair Ohrstrom asked if the board had any questions. Mr. Weiss
stated that if it was the main drainfield he may have more concerns but since it is the reserve he does
not see there to be any issues. Ms. Irwin stated that she was happy to see that there were safeguards in
place in case there was a septic failure. Mr. Froemel clarified that this property will not have a pump
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on it but it will have an alarm system and have annual inspections. Ms. Irwin asked that if the property
gets sold if those requirements would be disclosed during the sale. Mr. Yost stated that that would be
the case. Chair Ohrstrom stated that he was not able to make the site visit however he spoke with Ms.
Lemmon following the visit and it sounded like the request was reasonable.

Chair Ohrstrom opened the public hearing.

Robert “Luke” Pahel 27151 Martin Street: Mr, Pahel stated he bought this property to be a renovate
resale or to be a second home. He stated that he had made it this far in the renovation process and
attempted to resell the property but no one was interested in taking on the project so he decided he
would see it through and use it as a second home.

Mary Reinhart 456 Redbud Lane: Ms. Reinhart stated that her property is adjacent to the property in
question. She stated that she has lived there for 27 years and she has been distressed seeing the house
fall into disrepair for 20 years after the previous owner passed. She added that varmints and snakes
have always been a concern of hers since her home is so close in proximity. She stated that she was
happy to see someone interested in the property and wanting to keep it from falling into further
disrepair. She concluded and stated she hopes the Board considers approving the variance,

Chair Ohrstrom closed the public hearing after there was no further comments.

The Board voted 3-0-0 to approve the Septic Ordinance Variance BSA-24-02 as requested.

Motion to approve BSA-24-02, Pahel (Variance Application):
Jenny Trwin v (moved)
George L. Ohrstrom, 11 v

David Weiss \/(secgnded)

Ms. Lemmon stated that the last item on the agenda is to discuss a possible text amendment
workshop. She stated that due to the recent update of the State Regulations for Private Wells
(12VACS5-630) and conversations with our local Virginia Department of Health (VDH), staff
have proposed a few Text Amendments for Chapter 143 (Septic Systems) and Chapter 184
(Wells). She stated that changes to administrative and technical procedures, updated setback
distances, and clarification of code language are suggested in this round of possible text
amendments. She added that staff would like to provide the Board of Septic and Well Appeals the
opportunity to review and comment on the changes before they are proposed to the Board of
Supervisors for approval.

Mr. Stidham stated that one thing that came to his mind is whether they could legaily require a
pre-application meeting for an appeal. He added that for the January packet, they hope to have the
County Attorney review the text amendment drafts beforehand. The Board reviewed possible
dates for the workshop and settled on January 16, 2025 at 2:30pm.

Adjournment: The December 10 2024 Board of Septic Well Appeals Meeting adjourned by
consensus at 2:19PM.
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Motion to adjourn the December 10, 2024 Board of Septic and Well Appeals meeting
at 2:19PM:

Jenny Irwin v (moved)

George .. Ohrstrom, 11 v

David Weiss v (seconded)

, ‘ ¢ k ( f e ~ M:)
Qé@f‘r.”i L ( \\-‘* A Sl QLZ\_W—/ "‘#imwr,_rm“j

George L. Ohrstrom, II (Chau) Lorien Lemmon (Clerk)
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