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Clarke County Board of Equalization
June 25, 2025 Regular Meeting 6:00 pm
At a regular meeting of the Board of Equalization of Clarke County, held on Wednesday, June

25, 2025, at 6:00 pm in the Main Meeting Room, Berryville-Clarke County Government Center,
101 Chalmers Court, 2" Floor, Berryville, Virginia.

Present: Joseph Blatz, Thomas Cammack (arrived at 6:02), Justin Mackay-Smith, Thomas
Parker, William Wolfe
Absent: None

Staff Present:  Julia Merriner

1. Call to Order
At 5:58 pm, Chair Blatz called the meeting to order.

2. Approval of Minutes

Mr. Parker made a motion, seconded by Chair Blatz, to approve the minutes of the
May 22, 2025 meeting as presented. The motion carried by the following vote:

Joseph Blatz - Aye
Thomas Cammack - Absent
Justin Mackay-Smith - Aye
Thomas Parker - Aye
William Wolfe - Aye

3. Appeal Hearings

The Board heard the following appeals:

Tax Map #: 14A8-4-189 Property Owners: Christopher Arslan & Christina Chira
Mr. Arslan and Mrs. Chira presented a powerpoint to the Board detailing their concerns
regarding the assessed value of their property, which included several comparable
properties, concerns about the accuracy of the reported square footage, and the
valuation of their shed and hot tub. They informed the Board that an appraisal conducted
by their mortgage company in May 2024 valued the home at $690,000. The Board
requested that they locate and submit a copy of this appraisal for review. Mr. Arslan
clarified that their shed is not metal and that the hot tub is not permanently affixed. He
also stated that there is a belief that the square footage is approximately 2,800, not the
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3,192 listed in the assessment. The Board advised them to contact the Commissioner of
the Revenue to verify and address any discrepancies in the square footage.

Tax Map #: 14A8-3-118 Property Owners: Allan Bragg & Jacqueline Mumm

Mr. Bragg presented documentation to the Board, including estimated property values
provided by various real estate agents over the years, as well as several comparable
properties. During the discussion, Mr. Parker confirmed with Mr. Bragg that, according to
his initial appeal, the basement is 75% finished.

Tax Map #: 23A-2-7 Property Owner: Earl & Wilma Johnson

Ms. Merriner called the property owner, as requested. Ms. Rebecca Johnson, daughter of
property owners, explained that their house is used as a summer cottage, which has no
heat and has had no improvements since they bought it in the 70s. After discussion, the
Board decided to decrease the assessment to $211,300.

Tax Map #: 8-A-57 & 8-A-57A Property Owner: Gregory & Kathleen Hamlin

Ms. Merriner called the property owner, as requested. Ms. Hamlin advised that she thinks
it would be appropriate to spread the new assessment values over the four years to not
have so much of an impact on property owners at one time. After discussion, the Board
decided to make no change to the assessed value.

Tax Map #: 14A8-3-104 Property Owner: Evann Mooney

Ms. Merriner called the property owner, as requested. Ms. Mooney advised that her
primary reason for the appeal was that almost all of her neighbors' assessments are
$100,000 less than hers. She referenced a property nearby, 401 Montgomery Ct., which
she believes is the exact footprint of her home with a significantly lower assessed value.
Ms. Mooney noted that there is a portion above the first-floor bedroom that is unfinished.
Following the discussion, the Board identified a square footage error in the tax records.
Ms. Merriner will consult with the Commissioner of the Revenue to verify this error and
will report the findings to the Board.

Unless noted otherwise, the Board will discuss these appeals further during a work
session. The Board may visit the properties if deemed necessary. Once a determination
has been made, property owners will be notified of the Board’s decision by mail.

Adjournment

At 7:40 pm, Chair Blatz adjourned the meeting.

Minutes Recorded and Transcribed by Julia Merriner
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