Clarke County Board of Equalization

Joseph Blatz Justin Mackay- Thomas Parker
Thomas Cammack Smith William Wolfe
Meeting Agenda

Thursday, May 8, 2025, 6:00 pm
Meeting Room C, Berryville-Clarke County Joint Government Center
101 Chalmers Court, 2™ Floor, Berryville, Virginia

Item

1. Callto Order

Adoption of Agenda
Approval of Minutes
Discuss Appeal Hearings

v AW

Adjournment
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DRAFT for approval

Clarke County Board of Equalization
April 24, 2025 Regular Meeting 6:00 pm
At a regular meeting of the Board of Equalization of Clarke County, held on Thursday, April 24,
2025, at 6:00 pm in the Main Meeting Room, Berryville-Clarke County Government Center, 101

Chalmers Court, 2™ Floor, Berryville, Virginia.

Presant: Joseph Blatz, Thomas Cammack, Justin Mackay-Smith, Thomas Parker, Willlam Wolfe

Absent; None

Staff Present:  Julia Merriner, Commissioner of the Revenue Donna Peake (arrived at 7:00 pm)

1. Callto Order
At 6:00 pm, Chair Blatz called the meeting to order.

2. Approval of Minutes

Chair Blatz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mackay-Smith, to approve the minutes
of the April 7, 2025 and April 10, 2025 meetings as presented. The motion carried
by the following vote:

Joseph Blatz - Aye
Thomas Cammack - Aye
Justin Mackay-Smith - Aye
Thomas Parker - Aye
William Wolfe - Aye

3. Appeal Hearings

The Board heard the foliowing appeals:

Tax Map #: §-3-3 Property Owners: John & Polly Crawford

Mrs. Crawford explained that they struggled to find comparable properties because
nothing equivalent to their home and property has soid recently. She mentioned that they
do not have road access but instead have a permanent easement with their neighbors for
ingress and egress. They noted that no updates have been made to the home since 1979
and provided photos to demonstrate this. Mr. Crawford added that they have several
outbuildings and another building that is used as an apartment.
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Tax Map #: 28-7-10 Property Owners: Dennis & Barbara Lutz

Mrs. Lutz explained that their appeal is based on their belief that the property's assessed
value is too high. They have replaced the HVAC system, doors, windows, and both decks
since purchasing the home. Mrs. Lutz also noted that both she and her husband are on
fixed incomes, relying on Social Security and retirement benefits. She mentioned that the
loft above the garage is unfinished and provided photos to illustrate this. Additionally, she
stated that her daughter's family lives in the basement apartment.

Tax Map it 21A1-5-19 Property Owner: Thomas Perkins

Ms. Perkins stated she is only contesting the fand value and not the improvemnets on the
property. She mentioned she could only find one recent purchase of land in Boyce which
was 1.5 acres and sold for $92,000.

Tax Map #: 28-A-54, 28-A-55, 25-A-55D, 27-A-6 Property Owner; Thomas Lawson

Mr. Lawson presented an aerial map that tabeled his properties, along with a chart
detailing the assessment for each one, to the Board. He noted that his appeal is based on
the price per acre values being inconsistent. Mr. Lawson specifically highlighted two
properties, Tax Map #27-A-6 and #27-A-8C, which he believes are nearly identical but
have different price per acre values. The Board advised that different categories of land
may reflect varying values.

Unless noted otherwise, the Board will discuss these appeals further during a work
session. The Board may visit the properties if deemed necessary. Once a determination
has been made, property owners will be notified of the Board’s decision by mail.

The Board discussed who would visit the properties appealed during the April 24 hearings.

The Board discussed and made the following decisions regarding previous appeals:

Tax Map #: 30A-A-87 Property Owner: Marsha Louise Robbins, Trustee
No change to the assessed value,

Tax Map #: 30A-A-88 Property Owner: Edith Trupin and William Potter
No change to the assessed value.

Tax Map #: 32-A-57 Property Owner: Thomas Poston
Decrease the assessed value to $66,000.

Tax Map #: 37A3-2-22 Property Owners: Courtney Hickerson
No change o the assessed value,

Tax Map #: 12-A-34 Property Owners: Nathan Markee
Mo change to the assessed value,
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Tax Map #: 37A2-7-1 Property Owner; Larry and Evelyn Cantrell
Decrease the assessed value to $648,000.

Tax Map #: 14A8-4-190  Property Owner: Jose and Emily Mancia
No change to the assessed value.

4, Adiournment

At 8:23 pm, Chair Blatz adjourned the meeting.

Minutes Recorded and Transcribed by Julia Merriner
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