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Clarke County Board of Equalization
March 20, 2025 Regular Meeting 6:00 pm
At a regular meeting of the Board of Equalization of Clarke County, held on Thursday, March
20, 2025, at 6:00 pm in the Main Meeting Room, Berryville-Clarke County Government Center,

101 Chalmers Court, 2" Floor, Berryville, Virginia.

Present: Joseph Blatz, Thomas Cammack, Justin Mackay-Smith, Thomas Parker, William Wolfe
Absent: None

Staff Present: Chris Boies, Julia Merriner, Commissioner of the Revenue Donna Peake

1. Call to Order
At 6:04 pm, Chair Blatz called the meeting to order.

2. Appeal Hearings

The Board heard the following appeals:

Tax Map #: 32-A-65A Property Owners: Thomas and Michelle Baker

Mrs. Baker explained to the Board that she and her husband have owned the property
since 2013. They are requesting a review of their assessment, which has increased by
70%. Mrs. Baker presented an appraisal and provided information on comparable
properties that have numerous luxuries that their property does not. Mr. and Mrs. Baker
requested that the Board call them before visiting the property so they can inform their
tenant.

Tax Map #: 26-A-107A Property Owners: Andrea Elrod

Mr. and Mrs. Elrod expressed their concerns about being unable to sell their home at the
assessed value due to the neighboring property located on Ebenezer Rd. They explained
that this property burned down years ago and has since been accumulating debris,
resulting in a pile of rubble. Mr. and Mrs. Elrod presented pictures of the neighboring
home to the Board.

Tax Map #: 14A8-3-81 Property Owner: Christopher and Sarah Davis

Mr. Davis explained that he understands that property values have increased since he
purchased his home but believes the assessment is fairly high. He noted that the back of
his property borders the School Board Office and features a large drainage pool that fills
up several times a year. Mr. Davis mentioned that he recently had his house appraised but
has misplaced the document. He shared some comparable properties he was able to find.
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The Board responded by emphasizing that obtaining the appraisal would be helpful for
the appeal process. Mr. Davis agreed to try and locate the document and will send it to
Ms. Merriner to share with the Board.

Tax Map #: 14A8-1-5 Property Owner: Thomas and Karen Chegash

Mrs. Chegash presented her original deed because she found that the dimensions listed
on her property card did not match the dimensions of the house. She believes that the
sketch on the property card inaccurately represents her house, as it shows a build-out on
the side that is not present. Mrs. Chegash shared a spreadsheet she created, which
compares her property to others that have larger square footage but lower assessment
values.

Tax Map #: 14A7-13-223  Property Owner: Joshua and Ashley Yavelberg

Mr. Yavelberg expressed that he does not believe his adjustment from the first appeal was
as successful as it could have been. He presented an appraisal along with a spreadsheet of
several comparable properties. Mr. Yavelberg believes that his assessment is
approximately 25% higher than those of others.

Tax Map #: 24-2-4 & 24-2-5 Property Owner: Alexander and Susan Blackburn

Mr. Blackburn presented photographs of the lots he appealed. He stated that while these
lots have potential building sites, they are located on very steep slopes. Mr. Blackburn
explained that when he purchased the property, there was an easement from the Town of
Berryville. He had inquired about it with the Town Manager, who informed him that it
pertained to a water line from the mountain that would no longer be in use. However, Mr.
Blackburn now noted that sewage is running through this easement, for which there isn't
a proper right of way, directly impacting the only buildable area on Lot Five. When Mr.
Cammack inquired if the lots were in land use and, if so, would the assessment matter,
Mr. Blackburn confirmed but mentioned that he would have to pay rollbacks if he were to
exit the land use program, which is why he appealed.

Tax Map #: 14A-3-A-2A Property Owner: Josephine IMP Associates Inc

Ms. DeeDee Liggins, the property owner’s representative, explained that the property
consists only of a concrete slab and a shed. She noted that last year’s assessment was
$40,000, but this year, it has increased to $106,200. She mentioned that there had never
been any structure on the slab.

Tax Map #: 14A1-12-23 Property Owner: William and Anna Baker

Ms. Merriner called the property owner as requested. Mr. Baker expressed that he had
heard several things about the assessments being inaccurate, which prompted his appeal.
Chair Blatz explained that his increase was 5% less than the overall average increase
across the county.
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Unless noted otherwise, the Board will discuss the appeal further during a work session.
The Board may visit the properties if deemed necessary. Once a determination has been
made, property owners will be notified of the Board’s decision by mail.

The Board discussed who would visit the properties appealed during the March 20
hearings.

3. Adjournment

At 8:15 pm, Chair Blatz adjourned the meeting.

Minutes Recorded and Transcribed by Julia Merriner
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