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Clarke County Board of Equalization
March 17, 2025 Regular Meeting 3:00 pm
At a regular meeting of the Board of Equalization of Clarke County, held on Monday, March 17,
2025, at 3:00 pm in the Main Meeting Room, Berryville-Clarke County Government Center, 101

Chalmers Court, 2" Floor, Berryville, Virginia.

Present: Joseph Blatz, Thomas Cammack, Justin Mackay-Smith, Thomas Parker, William Wolfe
Absent: None

Staff Present: Chris Boies, Julia Merriner, Commissioner of the Revenue, Donna Peake

1. Callto Order
At 3:02 pm, Chair Blatz called the meeting to order.

2. Appeal Hearings

The Board heard the following appeals:

Tax Map #: 14A2-A-154  Property Owner: Denise Russell

Participating via telephone, Ms. Russell complained that the land value is too high and the
houses on the property are not worth the assessment. She explained that there are three
houses on the property, two of which are used as rentals.

Tax Map #: 6-A-33A Property Owners: Barbara and Daniel Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley expressed concerns that the assessment of their driveway is
excessively high. Mr. Bradley advised that his neighbor's driveway, which is quite similar, is
assessed $35,442 less than the Bradley’s driveway. He emphasized that they are on a
fixed income.

Tax Map #: 14A2-13-57 Property Owner: Lauri Kreeb

Ms. Kreeb presented a packet of evidence to the Board, including changes to the property
since she bought it, photographs illustrating the stormwater culvert in her backyard, and a
spreadsheet of comparables. Ms. Kreeb reviewed some of the comparable properties,
highlighting features that they have and that her property lacks.

Tax Map #: 24-1-6. Property Owner: Bernard Nagelvoort

Mr. Nagelvoort expressed to the Board that he will not be able to pay the taxes on his
home at the current assessment. He provided the necessary paperwork to Commissioner
of the Revenue, Donna Peake, for elderly tax relief.
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Tax Map #: 3-A-3A Property Owner: David and Beth Clarke

Mr. Clarke expressed that the assessment increased by 153% for the three-acre lot. He
informed the Board that the property is in a 100-year floodplain and is unbuildable. Mr.
Clarke inquired about whether or not there is a Dwelling Unit Right (DUR) on the property.
The Board advised that they cannot speak on the subject of DUR’s, but they will look into
it.

Tax Map #: 14A5-7-2 Property Owner: Pleasant Acres Apartments LLC

Ms. Merriner called the property owner as requested and received no response. Ms.
Merriner left a voicemail for the property owner, advising that the Board was present and
prepared to hear his appeal.

Tax Map #: 14A-213E Property Owner: Berryville Limited Partnership

Ms. Merriner called the property's representative as authorized by a Letter of
Authorization provided by the property owner. David Scheiderer from RYAN LLC explained
that the housing is valued based on income and qualifies as an affordable property. Mr.
Scheiderer referenced a capitalization rate of 7.74% that was used for the income-based
approach. The Board requested clarification on the criteria that classify the property as
affordable apartments. Mr. Scheiderer explained that he believes the classification is
based on the age of the property and that, to his knowledge, there is not a capitalization
rate on the renters’ income.

Tax Map #: 6A-1-19 Property Owner: Lance and Kristelle Toone

Mrs. Toone presented several comparable properties and a photograph of her home to
the Board to support her claim that the assessed value is too high. She noted that there
have been no changes to her home since the last assessment. Mrs. Toone explained that
the extra building on the property, which is used as a shed, is in poor condition.

Unless noted otherwise, the Board will discuss the appeal further during a work session.
The Board may visit the properties if deemed necessary. Once a determination has been
made, property owners will be notified of the Board’s decision by mail.

The Board discussed who would visit the properties appealed during the March 13 and
March 17 hearings.

3. Adjournment

At 5:38 pm, Chair Blatz adjourned the meeting.

Minutes Recorded and Transcribed by Julia Merriner
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